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1. QODnZAI !• now Utlng in n aMU» m4mb bosM wlitoli h* me«Uy 

pvartiwMd la PaosMa* • aUl tom ptetnm^aolr ittiMtod at tita foot oT tbo 
Bavarian Alps la appor SmUa. Ha Uvto tbara varp qplatljr vltb hla «lfo» 
la aonaabat atralllltanad elrBOMtanoaa ableh ba la aadaavorlag to lafrov* bp 
agrltlas* Ha la proaanUp ravlaliis (tonlac dean) a roeaatlp eeaplotod book on 
tbo war, and writing artlolaa, la^galp on tank warfaro, for aueb aagastnoa at 
BS Hawa and Itafld Banort . Ba baa ooUaboratod with Uddal HABT on bio poot> 
wrToaca, anf la ^aOoil fraqomtlp bp Jownallato. itaong Ida raoont kMClaan 
vlaltora bava boon old moUD of tbo HBABSt papara, and lood-nontbad larrp HOI, 
of tbo wrfbiBia. both of wboa nada a bottar lapraaaloo on bln than thap 

avar dU m m* 

2. GOnBXAH'a eonnaotloo to ZIFPfit la tbOt of a witting bnt on r a war dad 
Ipaolal OoMMOtlon* Ibara waa a oloaa ralationabip bat w aa n bin and onun 
towarda tha avMi of tbo war wban GCDBaiH waa Cbiaf of Staff of t bo OK H and \ 
onun Chlaf of Pranda Haara Oat. In pvaeUoa, tbta naant tbm onUIX waa 
OODBZAH'a 0-2. alnea. frow tba tlna of ZBimBR'a In em baoep. tbo oeapatanoa 

of tba Chlaf of Staff of tba on waa vlrtuallp raatrlotad to tha war on tha - 
Baatam Proot. ZZPRB'a eontaot with OBDgBXtf la nalntalnod bp Harr ifotojyan 
miBHD. dio llaaa not far mnj In tba tlnp rlllaga of Obardwf bal Tbnonatadt. 

In Oppar Bavaria. Oar aaatlng took plaoa on 4 8d>taabar and waa arrangad aa 
a aoolal eaU (taa)> balid raodarad convanlaiit bp tba foot that I waa rotomiag 
frow a labor waak and vlalt to Bragant. «d Poaaaan Jnat luq^anad to Ua 
on ap rwtain routa. Mro. OODEBIAH and np wlfa wara praaant. along with Harr dORH. 
Hra. OOnBUH nakaa fabuloua paatrp. 

3. Iba flrat and noat anduring lapraaalon of OOHSllAH - and tba noat 
aoiprlalng - la bia axtraordlnaxy oharn. Ha la a atoohp. aolldlp built fallow 
of nlddla atatnra. ratbar a^para faatoraa, aadltatlva blna opoa and a aaall« 
naatlp trtwaad wblta anataeba. Ra la In Ua aarlp alxtlaa. In robnat haaltb 
and obfloualp foil of batna. Ha talka raadllp, nueh and wall, partloularlp 
aboat atratagp and taetlea, about whiob, of ooirao, bo probablp knowa aa auah 
aa anpbodPt wttb tba poaalbla axeaptlon of lUNNSTBIH, and about blatoqr, about 
ddob ho aaawa to know a good doal and obvloualp baa a great eurloattp, prlwarUp 
nllltaxp hlatorp. 
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If* Although he has accepted defeat less philosophically than most of 
his ccmteA 9 >oraiies and olx^hough his experiences in FH camps and at Nuremberg 
(particularly his interrogations by K£UPN£R and RAPP) have left a scar which 
will never fully heal, he is firmly committed to the concept of German- American 
cooperation in the defense of Western Europe, and is willing to go more than 
half way in friendship with any individual African who appears to be of good 
will* He remembers General Taylor, of the lOlst Airborne Division, to whom 
he surrendered. Colonel BRAD (?) and Colonel POTTER, of the Historical Division, 
and Father SIXTUS, who smuggled cigarettes under, a Franciscan frock to him in 
his cell in Nuremberg, with as lively affection as he remembers KElfi’NER and RAPP 
with bitter contempt* He is extremely outspoken, and it is easy to understand 
why ZIPPER considers this connection to be largely a precautionary measure. 
GUD£RlAN*s charm originates from genuine friendly Impulses and can, I have no 
doubt, vanish quickly when this friendliness is not requited in kind* It is 
not a chara based on calculated tactfulness and acquired or professionally 
applied good manners; and ZIPPER, which is ever concerned with preventing 
premature, or ill-conceived, or tactless utterances fay prominent German brass, 
congratulates itself on the fact that GUDERIAN now consults it before expressing 
himself in print* There were. Indeed, several occasions during our conversation 
when F could have taken exception to his statements, had I been disposed to do 
so, despite the fact that they were made without rancor and offered as frank 
opinions in a frank discussion of world events* In speaking of the inability 
of the Americans to understand Gexman militarism, for instance, he outlined 
German history as a series of efforts on the part of a well-disposed German 
people either to defend themselves or to Improve their unfortunate geographical 
situation* In the former they have done rather well at times, he said, .while 
in the latter they have always been inhibited by a pinch in the behind from 
anxious neighbors when they were on the point of success* He stated stoutly 
that the Polish Corridor was a geographical abortion and that an eastern border 
90 miles from Berlin was intolerable In the face of militant eastern neighbors* 
Nor does he attempt to conceal a sense of wry amussment at the present condi- 
tion of the Grand Alliance, remembering only too vividly the lectures he got 
from American interrogators in 1945 about the democracy of the Soviet Union. 
GUDERIAN is as unreoriented as most Germans and more outspoken than the average 
German in saying so* As a General Officer he did not need to be persuaded that 
the war had been lost, and as a German General, with ample knowledge of 
milltaiy history, he did not have to be told of the consequences of defeat, 
although certain personal indignities doubtless came as an unpleasant surprise* 
But he refused to believe that the Soviet Union was a democracy, and he had 
his doubts about the inmediate applicability of American or British or even 
French democracy to Germany* These doubts persist, 

5, As a military man, GUDERIAN is presently occupied with trying to 
figure out how the pieces can be put together in such a way as to make western 
defense a possibility* Like most of the Generals with whom I have spoken, he 
absolutely rejects the concept of narrow German nationalism and regards a 
complete Franco-German rapprcchemenL the first and most essential prerequisite, 
without which no defense is possible, even with unlimited American backing. He 
believes in German participation, but only under full equality (in which view, 
also, he Is completely in accord with the thinking of his colieague%s). He 
thinks a re.inforcenv?nt of American troops would have an enormous, beneficial 
psychological effect on the German people, even if, as he admits is true, an 
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additional division or so would not raaterially alter the present purely 
military situation* He considers that the Average German le too militarily 
initiated to be reassured by what he now sees of American equipment and 
armament in Germany, and argues, certainly correctly, that the Constabulary’s 
armored scout cars are not calculated to impress a German who has stood face 
to face with a He states flatly that, as matters now stand, Germans 

could not, would not, and should not be e:cpected to resist a Soviet invasion* 

He is deeply concerned with the extent of American commitment in Korea, which 
he sees as a danger to Europe, and implies that, however important prestige 
considerations may have been, our military Involvement there was a bad idea* 

He even asked if Bradley and MacArthur had not opposed it on military grounds, 

6. GUD2RIAN referred several times to Stalin’s question, when cautioned 
as to the attitude of the Pope, "How many di vis tons does he have?” As a man 
who knows the persuasive capacity of a good division, he respects this sort 
of logic. He even observed, good-humoredly, that he now lives a dual life. 

As a writer and Journalist, he has to give a certain lip service to considera- 
tions of morale, ideological preparation, economic rehabilitation, etc*, each 
of which is certainly important in Its way and each of \diich must be taken into 
consideration in weighing public utterances. But he is also a soldier* As 
such he does not talk for popular consumption, and as such he thinks the 
divisions come first* He thinks, incidentally, that the number of divisions 
in the American Amy, in ratio to the total number of men under arms, is 
shockingly low and represents an uneconomical disposition of manpower. He has 
a lot ^ respect, not only for the Russian soldier but also for Russian military 
leadership, and he stoutly rejects the notion that Russian staff work is bad 
and coinnon opinion that Soviet strength Is based solely on masses of not very 
mobile units. Of Soviet tactical leadership, he says that he and his staff 
always tried to figure out what the Russians could do that would cause them, 
the Gernans, the most trouble, and that the Russians always did it. And he 
states that even the Gennars considered the Soviet feat of bringing in the 
Siberian divisions from the east to Moscow in less than two weeks to have been 
litile short of a miracle, 

7. In conclusion. It may be pertinent to note that GUDERIAN was somewhat 
miffed by Juergen THORWALD’s reference in ”Es begann an der Weichsel,” to his 
troubled dreams while riding in the train to his desperate Interview with 
Hitler juBt before the Russians’ January offensive in 1945 » "I have spent 
mahy sleepless nights,” he said, "but I never dream*” 




